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National President receives major award from Penn State 
 

On Thursday, October 14, National Grange President Betsy Huber was honored by the Penn 

State Agricultural Council with the 2021 Leadership Award. The award is given annually in 

three categories to acknowledge individuals, organizations and events that successfully advance 

agriculture in Pennsylvania.  

  

The recipients receive a Penn State Nittany Lion statuette, and their names are engraved on a 

permanent display on the University Park campus. 

  

Huber, a native of Chester County born and raised on a dairy farm, previously served on the 

Penn State Board of Trustees and received trustee emerita status in 2017. She was a district aide 

to former state Rep. Arthur D. Hershey from 1992-2002. 

  

Huber has held numerous leadership positions within the agriculture community, including 

serving on the boards of Pennsylvania Farm Link; the Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection Agricultural Advisory Board, which she chaired in 2007; the 

Pennsylvania State Council of Farm Organizations, which she led as president from 2011-12; 

and the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture Fertilizer Advisory Committee. She also is 

executive secretary for the Pennsylvania Young Farmers Association. 

  

Currently she is a member of the Federal Communications Commission Broadband for Precision 

Agriculture working group on Deployment, and a former member of the FCC Broadband 

Deployment Advisory Committee. She also serves on the board of the National Coalition for 

Food and Agricultural Research, and the Safety for Youth in Agriculture project.  

  

The Penn State Agricultural Council is an independent association of more than 90 organizations 

representing Pennsylvania’s agricultural or related interests. The council advises Penn State's 

College of Agricultural Sciences and advocates for agricultural education and research to both 

legislative policymakers and agricultural leaders. 

 

 

 



State sessions a treat after social distancing 
By Betsy E. Huber, National President 

This time of year is so exciting with many State Granges holding their sessions in October. I had 

the opportunity to represent National Grange at my own state session in Pennsylvania last 

weekend, and peeked into New Jersey’s Zoom meeting on Saturday.  Today I’m visiting 

Maryland’s session. Having missed all state sessions last year, this year’s are especially 

enjoyable! 

 

I hope you all have the opportunity to attend your own State Grange session. This is where you 

can learn a lot more about what the Grange has to offer, above and beyond the good times and 

good work you enjoy in your own Community Grange. Usually there are lots of contest 

judgings—needlework, art, garden produce, public speaking, talent, sign-a-song, and many 

more.  

 

Often our youth and Junior members participate in opening the session or holding their own 

meeting. I dare say, the youth always show up the regular State Officers with their drill work! 

It’s really fun to watch. 

 

Of course the best part about State Sessions is the fellowship with old friends and making new 

friends. I always find that it doesn’t matter if I haven’t seen friends for a year—or two, in this 

case—we can pick right up where we left off the last time we spoke. Distance and time don’t 

mean a thing between Grange friends. 

 

The same things I’ve said about State Grange Sessions also apply to National Convention. I hope 

you will plan to attend one when possible—if not this year, then 2022 in Reno or 2023 in 

Niagara Falls! I guarantee you will be glad you did. We are still “Cultivating Connections” 

across the USA. 

 

What are you doing to ensure the safety of our Juniors? 
By Philip Vonada, National Grange Senior Communication Fellow 

This past weekend, I had the pleasure of attending my state Grange session as the PA Junior 

Grange Director.  

 

As I have so many times in the past, I pulled out my phone to take a few quick pictures of Junior 

Grangers as they participated in activities and joined in activities throughout the weekend. I’m 

sure many of you have done the same, but have you thought about what you could or should do 

with those photos, and how to ensure child safety and parental consent when you use them? 

 

It is so easy to take photos on phones and quickly disseminate them through the Internet - via 

social media (including but not limited to Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Snapchat, and TikTok), 

but have we thought about what others may be doing with those photos?  

 

To protect our Juniors in Pennsylvania, almost all pictures of Junior members at Grange events 

are posted only in our private Facebook group, where members must be approved by the State 

Junior Committee. Junior Grange families attending State Grange events are given media release 

forms, with a defined start and end date for when permission is given - this allows us to use 



photos of Junior Grange members in our state newsletters, magazine, and/or on social media. It is 

important to also consider how or if children in the photos are identified.  

 

By having permission granted or denied on release forms signed (by parents/guardians), we 

ensure that Juniors are protected in an age where it is becoming easier by the day to take and 

manipulate images from the internet.  

It is imperative that this protection is given to protect the liability of individuals and Granges.  

 

Whether you think you “need” the release forms or not, they are designed to keep the Grange and 

your participants safe. Stay tuned to the next issue of Good Day! magazine with more 

information on photo releases with special attention to protecting minors. 

 

 

     
 
 
GRANGE MEMBER BENEFIT: Choice Hotels 
 
Choice Hotels – Member save 20% at over 4,000 

Comfort Inns, Comfort Suites, Quality, Sleep Inns, 

Clarion, MainStay Suites, EconoLodge, and Rodeway 

Inn hotels worldwide.  

 

Receive Choice Privileges membership please call 1-

800-258-2847 or visit www.choicehotels.com provide 

the National Grange ID code number 00211660. 

 

 

https://www.choicehotels.com/


 
 

 
 


