
 
 
 

 
 

 
  February 12, 2021 

 

Get ready for Grange Month; start planning now  
By Betsy Huber National Grange President 

 

In this issue we introduce the 2021 Grange Month materials to help you in planning your 

special activities for April. You probably were unable to hold any public Grange Month events 

last year because the pandemic had recently closed down all activities. That makes it even more 

important to plan something this year—even if it is unusual or virtual. 

 Part of these materials is a list of activities, community service projects, and fundraisers 

that Granges across the country have done this year. Study this list in your next Grange meeting 

and it will give you some ideas for what you can do to keep your name in the public eye. You 

probably cannot hold any events in your halls or meeting places, but you can plan a virtual open 

house or a drive-through public dinner or dessert. This list will help you brainstorm and 

encourage you to try something you haven’t tried before—all these things have been successful 

in another Grange community. 

 Whatever you decide to do, contact your local newspaper and let them know. Post it on 

your website or Facebook page. Especially this year, people are looking for interesting things to 

do so they may be more likely to participate in your event. 

 A sample press release is included in the packet to help you write something the 

newspapers will print for you. The “old fashioned” way of putting up posters in the local stores 

can help too. The success of any event depends on letting people know it is happening. 

 Be sure to take photos of your event so you can enter them in “Grange in Action.” 

Information about this program is on the website www.nationalgrange.org. It is aimed especially 

at smaller Granges who think they can’t qualify to be a Distinguished Grange, but still do great 

things in their community. It’s easy—just print photos of 3 events on one sheet of paper! We’re 

looking for lots of entries this year. 

 I encourage you to take a look at these Grange Month materials CLICK HERE – the 

proclamation, sample media alert, social media posts, Facebook page covers, activity and idea 

sheet and more – and share them with your Grange members, and plan now to have a special 

event in April to celebrate the 154th year of Grange! 

http://www.nationalgrange.org/
https://www.nationalgrange.org/grange-month-2021/


 



 
 

To find more social media posts like this CLICK HERE 

 

 

 
 

More Program ideas coming soon! Check back CLICK HERE 

https://www.nationalgrange.org/grange-month-2021/
https://www.nationalgrange.org/grange-month-2021/


 



Ag Career Outlook Strong for All Skill Sets 
By Donny Oleniczak National Grange Foundation Development Director 

 

     Residents of rural communities have the experiences that the agricultural industry is looking 

for today.  The industry knows that a person who grew up around agriculture is more likely to 

stay, thrive, and live in the industry.  As time passes, fewer people are growing up in agricultural 

communities and this shrinking pool of potential employees concerns the industry today.   

     Recent studies indicate that there will continue to be a high demand for all agricultural-related 

skill sets over the next five years, with no indication of it slowing down soon.  The agriculture 

industry is actively seeking candidates from a wide range of skill sets to fill positions critical to 

its success.  A one-stop place to locate current job openings is www.agcareers.com. This site lists 

open positions for all skill levels in Agriculture and Food Science across the United States and is 

free to use, with advice on resumés and an Ag Food and Career Guide that is available as a PDF.  

This guide includes instructions on how best to use Ag Careers and an application for a Career 

Success Kit that is an eight-part series with videos, infographics, and tip sheets.  Agricultural and 

Food Science jobs at every skill level are posted on AgCareers.com.  The need for skilled 

workers is clearly shown with just a look at some of the industry’s offers.  For example, the 

GROWMARK Foundation offering, not for the first time, a $1,500 scholarship program for 

students in the United States and Ontario, Canada, pursuing two- or four-year degrees or trade 

school certification in an agriculture-related field.  High school seniors or students at any level of 

higher education may complete the application, which can be found at 

www.growmark.com/about-us/corporate-commitments. Applications are due by midnight 

Central Time on April 15, 2021, and recipients will be notified by July 1, 2021.   

     John Deere has two offers for technicians.  The first is a Registered Apprenticeship Program.  

It is a learn and earn program that is offered through participating John Deere Dealerships.  In 

addition to on-the-job training experience, an apprentice will receive technical instructions and 

be assigned a personal mentor.  Upon completion of the apprenticeship, he or she will receive a 

nationally recognized Journey worker certificate.  The other offer is the John Deere TECH 

program.  This program sponsors programs at 24 colleges throughout the U.S. and Canada.  

Participants completing this program earn an Associates’ Degree and more details are available 

at www.deere.com.  Caterpillar also offers a US Student trainee Program at 

www.caterpillar.com. 

     College graduates with degrees in Agricultural Sciences will continue to be in demand.  A 

new report, released in December 2020, by USDA’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture 

(NIFA) and Purdue University, shows a strong job demand for new college graduates with 

degrees in agricultural programs. U.S. college graduates can expect approximately 59,400 new 

job opportunities annually between 2020 and 2025, reflecting a 2.6 percent growth from the 

previous five years. This means that employer demand will exceed the supply of available 

graduates with a bachelor's degree or higher in agriculture-related fields for the next five years.  

The opportunities for employment are diverse, including food science, renewable natural 

resources and the environment, business management, science, engineering, education, 

communication, government, animal sciences, agricultural education, agricultural 

communication, veterinary medicine, agricultural engineering, forestry, agronomy, and crop 

science. Additionally, there will be a strong demand for graduates with expertise in data science 

across all disciplines.  Expect to see secure employment for specialists in marketing, e-



commerce, field technical service, water quality and environment, climate and invasive species, 

food technology, and environmental and rural policy.  

     All of the opportunities, as numerous and exciting as they are, have no value to you without 

the addition of a special ingredient on your part.  Action.  I urge you to reach out to your local 

County Extension Office, Ag-Retailer, Veterinarian, John Deere Dealership, Feed and Fertilizer 

salespersons.  Talk to anyone and everyone that you can network with and learn from.  More 

often than not they will be impressed with your interest and eager to provide assistance.  Once 

you have secured a meeting, be prepared.  Make a list of questions for your time with these 

individuals that hold the knowledge and experience you seek.  Some examples include: How did 

you get started in your job?  When you look at the industry what do you see happening in the 

future?  My interest lies in this area of the industry, who should I talk to next?  If you were me 

where would you look for a career?  And afterwards, always remember to send a thank-you 

email, text, or letter.  I encourage you to take advantage of this advice, you will learn with every 

contact you make.   

     The future is bright and it will take a diverse, motivated, and action-oriented workforce with 

skill sets at all levels to support the Ag Industry of the future and to feed the world.    

 

 

 
 



     
 

What Partners Need to Know Now about Medicare Fraud 
 Courtesy of Center of Medicaid and Medicare Services 

  

As COVID-19 vaccines begin rolling out across the country CMS is taking action to 

protect the health and safety of our nation’s patients and providers and keeping you updated on 

the latest COVID-19 resources from HHS, CDC and CMS. 

  With information coming from many different sources, CMS has compiled resources and 

materials to help you share important and relevant information on the COVID-19 vaccine with 

the people that you serve. You can find these and more resources on the COVID-19 Partner 

Resources Page and the HHS COVID Education Campaign page.  

We look forward to partnering with you to promote vaccine safety and encourage our 

beneficiaries to get vaccinated when they have the opportunity. 

  

COVID-19 SCAMS 

     As the country begins to distribute COVID-19 vaccines, scammers are taking advantage of 

the coronavirus pandemic. The HHS Office of Inspector General alerted the public about 

COVID-19 fraud schemes, with scammers using telemarketing calls, text messages, social media 

platforms, and door-to-door visits to perpetrate COVID-19-related scams. 

     Con artists may also try to get Medicare Numbers or personal information so they can steal 

identities and commit Medicare fraud. Medicare fraud results in higher health care costs and 

taxes for everyone.   

 

What can you do to help prevent Medicare beneficiaries from being a victim of fraud? 

Share this important information with Medicare beneficiaries to help them protect themselves 

from Medicare fraud:    

Medicare covers the COVID-19 vaccine, so there will be no cost to you. 

• You will need to share your Medicare card with your health care provider or pharmacy 

when receiving your vaccine, even if you’re enrolled in a Medicare Advantage plan. 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=62624908&msgid=531596&act=1WFH&c=1185304&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Foutreach-education%2Fpartner-resources%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-partner-resources&cf=6316&v=ab6b245c48c33f440765c665b991902f8794a66153f7258023797a23d4c61ef6
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=62624908&msgid=531596&act=1WFH&c=1185304&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Foutreach-education%2Fpartner-resources%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-partner-resources&cf=6316&v=ab6b245c48c33f440765c665b991902f8794a66153f7258023797a23d4c61ef6
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=62624908&msgid=531596&act=1WFH&c=1185304&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hhs.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2Feducation-campaign%2Findex.html&cf=6316&v=f6e8985d81195dcfcaa73134c686cebf2c894f02bfda8dc83f317ce118345cc3
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=62624908&msgid=531596&act=1WFH&c=1185304&destination=https%3A%2F%2Foig.hhs.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2Ffraud-alert-covid19.asp&cf=6316&v=a6ce144ac5fb095c19f53c111b3c585124e4f7941b7dffaa7cb5136343ac4977
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=62624908&msgid=531596&act=1WFH&c=1185304&destination=https%3A%2F%2Foig.hhs.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2Ffraud-alert-covid19.asp&cf=6316&v=a6ce144ac5fb095c19f53c111b3c585124e4f7941b7dffaa7cb5136343ac4977
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=62624908&msgid=531596&act=1WFH&c=1185304&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect2.fireeye.com%2Fv1%2Furl%3Fk%3D9c3616c2-c3ad2e19-9c3627fd-0cc47adc5fa2-244ba70de4a535f0%26q%3D1%26e%3De457c181-80fb-4dbe-9e94-2e396cf29162%26u%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Flnks.gd%252Fl%252FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMjMuMzI0NDUxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5tZWRpY2FyZS5nb3YvY292ZXJhZ2UvY29yb25hdmlydXMtZGlzZWFzZS0yMDE5LWNvdmlkLTE5LXZhY2NpbmU_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPTIwMjAxMjIzX2N2ZF9mcmRfZ2FsJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PWVuZ2xpc2gmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.ITF_c7hcwm_BOXJKiMqfm6hXS-P8go1Ba1pBXhgW8XM%252Fs%252F965607044%252Fbr%252F92326305116-l&cf=6316&v=723c98e6ebad52ca428ce9e6a368d17b68a6e0342cf5134176e2de6331641d13


• If anyone else asks you to share your Medicare Number or pay for access to the vaccine, 

you can bet it's a scam. 

• You can't pay to put your name on a list to get the vaccine. 

• You can't pay to get early access to a vaccine. 

• Don't share your personal or financial information if someone calls, texts, or emails you 

promising access to the vaccine for a fee. 

Guard your Medicare card like it’s a credit card. 

• Medicare will never contact you for your Medicare Number or other personal information 

unless you’ve given them permission in advance. 

• Medicare will never call you to sell you anything. 

• You may get calls from people promising you things if you give them a Medicare 

Number. Don’t do it.  

• Medicare will never visit you at your home. 

• Medicare can’t enroll you over the phone unless you called first. 

Learn more tips to help prevent Medicare fraud. 

• Learn How to Spot Medicare fraud. Review your Medicare claims and Medicare 

Summary Notices for any services billed to your Medicare Number you don’t recognize. 

• Report anything suspicious to Medicare. If you suspect fraud, call 1-800-

MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227). TTY users can call 1-877-486-2048. 

• If you need to replace your card because it’s damaged or lost, log into (or create) your 

secure Medicare account to print an official copy of your Medicare card. You can also 

use your Medicare account to access your Medicare information anytime, add 

prescription drugs to help you find and compare health and drug plans in your area, and 

more.  

  

What role can partners play in fighting healthcare fraud, waste and abuse? 

• Become a HFPP partner. The Healthcare Fraud Prevention Partnership (HFPP) is a 

voluntary public-private partnership that helps detect and prevent healthcare fraud 

through data and information sharing. Partners include federal government, state 

agencies, law enforcement, private health insurance plans, employer organizations, and 

healthcare anti-fraud associations. 

• By working together, we can be more effective at preventing health care fraud, waste, 

and abuse. The Healthcare Fraud Prevention Partnership (HFPP) continues to expand 

nationally by encouraging participation by all eligible public and private health care 

entities. The insights and input of each member contribute to the overall value of the 

Partnership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=62624908&msgid=531596&act=1WFH&c=1185304&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.medicare.gov%2Fforms-help-resources%2Fidentity-theft-protect-yourself&cf=6316&v=a04f0fc36e2c4cc25bb290384cb3466ff278adeac93a465ba3fd1624a8836dd8
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=62624908&msgid=531596&act=1WFH&c=1185304&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.medicare.gov%2Fforms-help-resources%2Fhelp-fight-medicare-fraud%2Ftips-prevent-fraud&cf=6316&v=4fa1af2357ca5e7a26d0555b701e4ef921db1ac2acb2a0a354cc8c35c1c7a893
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=62624908&msgid=531596&act=1WFH&c=1185304&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.medicare.gov%2Fforms-help-resources%2Fhelp-fight-medicare-fraud%2Fhow-spot-medicare-fraud&cf=6316&v=03c7567085ad7f6f21ef7c117c5ffbfa7f068a70b420e77a9594f134e8d3214a
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=62624908&msgid=531596&act=1WFH&c=1185304&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.medicare.gov%2Fforms-help-resources%2Fhelp-fight-medicare-fraud%2Fhow-report-medicare-fraud&cf=6316&v=667c15960a840862eb43a116812759430e06bf8730588f2d4ca4ff3047ec8d9d
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=62624908&msgid=531596&act=1WFH&c=1185304&destination=https%3A%2F%2Faccount.mymedicare.gov%2F&cf=6316&v=27b358b27bd429dfd507d76ff67986a4af8da444e8aa612c98ff2dcf048e082e
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=62624908&msgid=531596&act=1WFH&c=1185304&destination=https%3A%2F%2Faccount.mymedicare.gov%2F&cf=6316&v=27b358b27bd429dfd507d76ff67986a4af8da444e8aa612c98ff2dcf048e082e
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=62624908&msgid=531596&act=1WFH&c=1185304&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Fhfpp%2Fbecome-a-partner&cf=6316&v=1d54d19571e6b2776c6990b8dccf886bf3d4c7bb9dda66387da0873a3d8b86bd
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=62624908&msgid=531596&act=1WFH&c=1185304&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Fhfpp&cf=6316&v=ef7fb7ca0d9bc08ae48a55491d74bd9787a10ee54b9f2e744b4c7a39099e949b
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=62624908&msgid=531596&act=1WFH&c=1185304&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Fhfpp%2Fbecome-a-partner%2Fbenefits-of-membership&cf=6316&v=eb436a9710fa7d5884cf40fd3ade8d6e91011256e9ffc5a53811463b92777956
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=62624908&msgid=531596&act=1WFH&c=1185304&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Fhfpp%2Fbecome-a-partner%2Fbenefits-of-membership&cf=6316&v=eb436a9710fa7d5884cf40fd3ade8d6e91011256e9ffc5a53811463b92777956


Share the Love this National Donor Day 
Story Provided by StatePoint Media Wire 

 

National Donor Day, 

aptly recognized every 

Valentine’s Day on February 

14, is an annual opportunity to 

share you love and compassion 

with friends, family and your 

community. Here are a few 

ways you can take part: 

1. Register to be an organ 

donor. Registration is 

quick and simple and 

could save lives. To 

learn more, 

visit donatelife.net. 

2. Contact a blood center. Communities are in constant need of whole blood, platelets and 

plasma to keep patients healthy. If you’re eligible to donate, consider making an 

appointment, particularly if you’ve recovered from COVID-19. Your donation could help 

those with the virus fight it.  

3. Spread the word. Talk to friends and family about the importance of organ, eye and tissue 

donation and your decision to become an organ donor, as well as the importance of 

donating blood. 

 

ENJOY THIS HEART HEALTHY RECIPE FOR AMERICAN HEART MONTH 

Ham and Broccoli Frittata 
Recipe courtesy of Know Diabetes by Heart  

Prep time: 10 minutes 

Cook time: 25 minutes 

Servings: 4 (1/4 frittata per serving) 

 

Ingredients:  

• 2 c. frozen fat-free potatoes, thawed 

• 6 oz. small broccoli florets, rinsed in cold water, drained but not dried 

• 8 large egg whites 

• 1 large egg 

• 4 oz. lower-sodium, low-fat ham (uncured, nitrate/nitrite-free), cut 

into 1/4-inch cubes 

• 1/4 c. fat-free milk 

• 1/4 tsp. pepper 

Steps: 

• Preheat the oven to 400 F. 

http://donatelife.net/


• Lightly spray a medium ovenproof skillet with cooking spray. Heat over medium heat. Remove 

from the heat. Put the potatoes in the skillet. Lightly spray with cooking spray. Cook for 4-5 

minutes, or until potatoes are golden brown, stirring occasionally. 

• In a microwaveable bowl, microwave the broccoli, covered, on high for 3-4 minutes, or until 

tender-crisp. Drain in a colander. Stir the broccoli into the potatoes. 

• In a medium bowl, whisk the egg whites and egg. Whisk in the ham, milk and pepper. Pour the 

mixture over the potatoes and broccoli; stir well. 

• Bake for 15-18 minutes, or until the eggs are set. 

Nutritional information per serving: 180 calories; 30 calories from fat; 3 g total fat; 1 g saturated 

fat; 0 g trans fat; 0.5 g polyunsaturated fat; 1.5 g monounsaturated fat; 60 mg cholesterol; 460 

mg sodium; 570 mg potassium; 17 g total carbohydrate; 2 g dietary fiber; 4 g sugar; 1 g added 

sugar; 18 g protein; 210 mg phosphorus. Choices/Exchanges: 1 carbohydrate, 2 lean protein. 

 
 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

A FEW GREAT MENTIONS 
This is a new section we will include each week with a few of the links to articles in which the 

local, State or the National Grange have been mentioned or our statements have appeared.  

 

Is your Grange doing amazing things in your community? Let us know! We 

love sharing all your work and want to continue to highlight your 

accomplishments! Send them to communications@nationalgrange.org 
 

mailto:communications@nationalgrange.org


 

 
 

 

 


